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Dear Parishioners and Friends,                   

 Father Luke has had his hands full this week, so he 
trusted me to write this column again… silly man!! 
 I was thinking this past week about just how blessed 
we are at St Thomas with all the variety and excellence 
we have in the music program.  We have the solemnity of 
the Gregorian Chant, the upbeat “Bingo, Bango, Bongo” 
Life Teen Mass and everything in between at the other 
Masses on any given weekend.  I’ve been around a long 
time and have been in many places, but I don’t think I’ve 
been anywhere where the music is so good.  People have 
come from distances to hear and participate in the music.  
Thank you, musicians. 
 Speaking of participating: How’s your singing?  I 
know, I know, some of you will say that you simply can’t 
sing, and it would disturb the people around you if they 
heard you.  Well, I remember that when I was a young 
boy, Sister Catherine Siena (or was it fat old Dominican 
Father O’Connor?) said that it didn’t matter...it was like 
the angels singing in God’s ears.  So when it comes to 
singing, don’t be shy...sing out.  And you there...if the 
person next to you is putting out a few “clunkers”, just 
remember, he or she may be right up there with the 
Cherubim and Seraphim!! 
 

Happy Warbling, 
Father Scordo   
 

 

Baptism 
We welcome Keegan Michael Gehring, who through 
Baptism was received into our faith community. 
 

Readings for the Week of August 9, 2009 
Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:4-8/Eph 4:30---5:2/Jn 6:41-51 
Monday: St Lawrence 
   2 Cor 9:6-10/Jn 12:24-26 
Tuesday: St Clare 
   Dt 31:1-8/Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 
Wednesday: St Jane Frances de Chantal 
   Dt 34:1-12/Mt 18:15-20 
Thursday: St Pontian and St Hippolytus 
   Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17/Mt 18:21---19:1 
Friday:  St Maximillian Mary Kolbe 
   Jos 24:1-13/Mt 19:3-12 
Saturday: Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
   Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/1 Cor  
   15:54b-57/Lk 11:27-28 
   Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/1 Cor  
   15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56 
Next Sunday: Prv 9:1-6/Eph 5:15-20/Jn 6:51-58 

Saturday, August 8 
 8:30 AM Deceased Members of the Dominican 

Laity † 
 5:15 PM   In Thanksgiving 
Sunday, August 9 
 7:30 AM     St Michel’s in Haiti  
 9:00 AM   For the People 
 11:30 AM   Elwood Trent Cason † 
 5:15 PM   John Gallo † 
Monday, August 10 
 8:00 AM Elwood Trent Cason † 
 5:15 PM James L Trayers, Jr † 
Tuesday, August 11 
 8:00 AM Michele & Peter Roane  
  (30th Wedding Anniversary) 
 5:15 PM  Frances Walsh †  
Wednesday, August 12 
 8:00 AM Anita Donlon † 
 5:15 PM Patricia Adele Cuadros 
Thursday, August 13 
   8:00 AM Matthew Crane † 
   5:15 PM Cathleen & Duncan Gillies 
Friday, August 14 
   8:00 AM John Donlon 
   5:15 PM Juanita Anderson † 
Saturday, August 15 
 8:30 AM Fr Augustine Thompson, OP 
 5:15 PM   Dr Sarah Miller † 
 

Please Keep the Following in Your Prayers  
John Retallack, LTC Mike Devine, Tomesa Jackson, 
Anna Mills’ granddaughter Wanda Clements, Ann Savino, 
Vanessa Thoms-Sprogis, Mary Lou Gough, Raymond 
Dembeck, Alice Desmond’s granddaughter Randi-Kay, 
Victoria Amparo Villar, Paula and Will Hamilton, Joe 
DiBlasi, Patricia Adele Cuadros, Patrick Howell, Linda 
Weinhardt,  and Peggy Lee — If you or someone you 
know is ill and would like the prayers of our parish family 
please call the office. To keep the list current, names will 
be periodically removed. 
 

 

August 2, 2009 
Budgeted Weekly Expenses..........................................$18,289.78 
Offertory .........................................................................18,233.00 
Parish Charities .................................................................1,420.00 
Other Income……………........................................................97.00 
Building Fund.....................................................................4,891.44 

 

As of July 24, 2009 
Previous Mortgage Balance ...................................... $305,414.00 
Mortgage Reduction ......................................................11,600.00 
Outstanding Debt to be Eliminated .............................. 293,814.00 
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The Feast of the Assumption is a 
holy day, but it is not a holy day 
of obligation this year.  The one 
Mass for the holy day will be at 

8:30 AM on Saturday, August 15. 
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Charismatic Prayer Meeting 
Light the Fire Within, a Catholic Charismatic prayer group, 
meets every Tuesday night at 7:30PM in St Thomas Hall.  
We meet to praise God in song, formal or spontaneous 
prayer, silence, even applause or shouts of joy.  We are 
open to hearing God speak through Scripture, teaching, 
exhortation, charismatic gifts and personal sharing.  If you 
feel the need for a spiritual boost mid-week, come join us. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Wednesdays 8:00AM to Thursdays 5:00PM.   
Please think of spending some time with the Lord. 
We urgently need to cover the following time slots.  

Wednesdays 
8:30 to 9:30AM 

10:00 to 11:00AM 
Thursdays 

1:00 to 2:00PM 
To sign up or to get more information please contact 
Sylvia Lobo, srmlobo@hotmail.com or 244-5619.   
  

St Thomas Aquinas Choir Summer Schedule 
During the summer months the 9AM Choir welcomes 
anyone who would like to join us. Just come when you 
can; regular attendance is not necessary. All are 
welcome! Just show up before the 9AM Mass in the 
music room at around 8:15AM to go over the music. No 
commitment is needed. We hope to see you soon. For 
more information contact Brian Dean Sousa at: 
music@stauva.org. 
 

St Thomas Folk Choir (Sunday 11:30AM Mass) 
The Folk Choir is in need of some additional singers and 
musicians. Now that the UVA school year has ended, we 
have lost some of our students and are short-handed for 
the summer months. Please consider joining us for our 
rehearsals at 10:45AM Sunday mornings and see if you 
would like to be part of our music ministry. We need your 
help to continue praising God with our music! 
 

 
 

 

Interested in Becoming Catholic? 
Come find out what RCIA is all about.  The next summer 
inquiry session will be held on August 12th @ 7:30PM in 
the Community Room (lower level). Contact Chris Gilbert 
with questions, dre@stauva.org. 
 
 
 

 

Only 12 Seats Left for the Washington Nationals 
Baseball Outing! 
Come join a few dozen of your fellow parishioners for the 
Nats vs the Atlanta Braves on Saturday, September 26, at 
1:05PM. This Knights of Columbus event is open to St 
Thomas parishioners and guests. Cost for game ticket 
and round-trip transportation via chartered coach is $55 
per person.  Get your reservations in today by contacting 
Tom Dulan (ted8n@virginia.edu; 982-2894 daytime; 973-
1997 evening). The bus will leave the church parking lot 
at 9:45AM sharp and return in the early evening. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
The annual St Thomas Aquinas parish picnic will be held 
Sunday, August 30th.  It is traditional that our Knights of 
Columbus Council provides extensive support for the 
picnic through a large number of volunteers who assist 
with all activities, such as set up, games and clean up.  If 
you would like to assist us, please contact Sack 
Johannesmeyer at sackandpam@comcast.net. 
 

Annual Parish Picnic – Last Call! 
Mark your calendars for our Annual Parish Picnic on 
August 30th from 12:30 – 4:00. It is certain to be a great 
day with food, fun and games for all. Sign-ups in the Link. 
We need your help so there are also sign-ups for 
volunteers to help with food, game monitoring, face-
painting etc. We’d also like help from families who are 
willing to bring side dishes to supplement what the parish 
is providing: BBQ, chicken, beans, coleslaw and dessert. 
The picnic will take place at The Park on the North 
Grounds of UVA. 

 ADULT EDUCATION 
Chris Gilbert ● 293-8081 x15 ● dre@stauva.org 
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 WORSHIP AND MUSIC 
Marta Brannon ● 293-8081 x18 ● marta@stauva.org 
 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 
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Summer Program 
Contact:  Kristin Krebbel, email summer@stauva.org  or 
phone 434.293.8081 x16. 
 

Salvation Army Dinners 
We are looking for youth ministry families to help host 
dinner at the Salvation Army on the second and fifth 
Sunday of the month starting in September. This is a 
great opportunity to share with your youth in giving to 
others. For more details contact Chris Noel at 
coachnoel1@gmail.com. 
 

Annual Yard Sale 
We will be holding our annual yard sale to support the 
youth ministry program in just a few weeks.  We will be 
accepting donations Saturday, August 15 from 9AM—
1PM. The  sale will take place Friday August 21 & 
Saturday, August 22.   If you would like to help set-up for 
the yard sale or during the sale itself, please contact 
Kristin Krebbel at Kristin@stauva.org or 434.293.8081 
x16. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are You in Need of a Babysitter? 
Catholic Student Ministry will provide a responsible 
student.  For more information contact Kristina Wolf at 
kmw8z@virginia.edu. 
 

 
 

 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
PreK-5 ●   Chris Gilbert 293-8081 x15 ●  dre@stauva.org  
Gr 6-12 ●  Michael Balazs 293 8081x16 ●  youth@stauva.org 

 CAMPUS MINISTRY 
Michael Horsey ●  mlh6r@virginia.edu 
 

Attention Grad Students and Young Adults 
YAM is a ministry at St Thomas Aquinas geared toward 
all people ages 21-35.  Our goal is to create and cater to 
the needs of a network of young adult Catholics in 
Charlottesville through fellowship in social and spiritual 
activities and community service.  If interested in being 
more involved with YAM or if you would like to be added 
to the e-mail list, contact Stephanie Zilora at 
smz5c@virginia.edu. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Coffee Break 
Our regular monthly meetings are on the second Tuesday 
of each month from 10AM to noon. Please join other 
members of the St Thomas Senior Ministry group for 
coffee (and tea), cake and conversation in the Community 
Room. There is no cost to attend, and the main purpose 
is for St Thomas’ seniors to get together and become 
better acquainted. Mark your calendars now, and plan to 
join us regularly! 
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SENIOR MINISTRY 
For parishioners aged 60 and older 
Barbara Brodie ●  bb9w@virginia.edu 

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
For young professionals and graduate students aged 21-35 
Stephanie Zilora ●  smz5c@virginia.edu 
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Feed the Hungry.  Give Drink to the Thirsty. 
Your Peace & Justice Committee sponsors a meal at the 
Salvation Army on the 4th Wednesday of every month.  
We are in need of volunteers to help prepare and serve 
that meal.  The time commitment is from 4-7 PM.  You do 
not have to commit to be there for the entire 3 hours as 4-
5:30 is set up and food prep.  Serving food is from 5:45-7.  
If you’re willing to put your faith in action by serving the 
poor in this way, contact Michael Fitzgerald at 
mfitzgerald@hardhatlaw.com or 984-4693. 
Then the righteous will answer him and say, 'Lord, when 
did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give 
you drink?’  (Mt 25:37)  And the king will say to them in 
reply, 'Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of 
these least brothers of mine, you did for me.'   (Mt 25:40) 
 

Summer Food Collection for Holy Comforter 
We are continuing to collect items for the pantry at Holy 
Comforter.  Needed items are: canned fruit, chunky soups 
and meats/tuna, instant oatmeal, instant breakfast 
packages and toiletries (toothpaste, soap, shampoo, 
deodorant, toothbrushes, etc). Please drop off your 
donations in the food baskets upstairs or downstairs. 
Thank You! 
 

 PEACE AND JUSTICE 

Cathedral Exhibits Open On Sunday Mornings 
The Museum of Virginia Catholic History exhibits located 
in the Baptistery Gallery and Crypt & Undercroft at the 
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart will be open to the public 
every Sunday immediately after the 9:00AM and 11:00AM 
Mass.  All are welcome to come and tour these new 
exhibits! There is no admission fee. 
 

Divorced and Separated Catholics  
This tri-parish support group meets at The Church Of The 
Incarnation on the 1st & 3rd Monday of each month in 
room 21 from 7:00-9:00PM. If you would like more 
information, please contact Lauryn Mathena, the 
Incarnation Outreach Ministry coordinator at 973-4381. All 
inquiries are confidential. 
 

Wanted: Senior Pastoral Associate 
Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Rocky Mount, VA, is 
accepting applications.  The position is both a pastoral 
and administrative position, hired by the priest, who is 
pastor of more than one parish, to help manage the day to 
day activities and ministries at Francis of Assisi.  These 
duties include oversight of staff, liturgical schedules, 
parish council and finance council, all ministries and 
facilities. The successful candidate will hold a master’s 
degree in Pastoral Ministry or Theology or an equivalent 
level of knowledge, skills and abilities, and three to five 
years of pastoral ministry experience. Bilingual skills are 
required. This position requires that the individual be a 
practicing Catholic in good standing. The selected 
candidate is expected to begin work on September 1. The 
salary is commensurate with the compensation guidelines 
established by the Diocese of Richmond. Interested 
persons should send a resume to: Search Committee, 
Francis of Assisi Church, 15 Glennwood Drive, Rocky 
Mount VA, 24151   email:  jft531@jetbroadband.com. 
 

Weekend Retreat for Senior Women 
Sept 4-6, at Dominican Retreat in McLean.  Directed by Fr 
Donald Heet, OSFS. For further information call 
Dominican Retreat at 703-356-4243 or check the website 
at www.dominicanretreat.org. 

Parish Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
March 10-20, 2010, with Fr Luke Clark, OP. Come walk in 
the footsteps of the Lord and share in this life-changing 
experience!  You will come away being able to visualize 
Scripture as you hear it and your heart will be forever 
touched! The cost is $2,849 plus airport taxes.  
Registration sheets and itinerary are in the Link under the 
poster.  For info contact Julie Zackrisson at 296-4615 or 
julieanne333@gmail.com. To register, send an application 
and $400 deposit made out to “206 Tours” to Julie at 2616 
Cardinal Ridge Road, Charlottesville, VA  22901. There is 
a $150 discount for anyone who pays their deposit 
before September 1st.  

The Haitian Station  
St Thomas Parish – Twinned with St 
Michael Parish, Saltadère, Haiti  
Upcoming Trip to Haiti: The Haitian 
Health Care Foundation of the Diocese 
of Richmond will be sponsoring an 
“immersion” trip to Haiti from Oct 17 to 
24.  The trip will visit sites of health care 
delivery in the Central Plateau of Haiti 
with which the Foundation has a relationship.  
Participation is open to all. Estimated cost at this time is 
about $1400. Contact Susan Pleasants at 
vabatt@aol.com if you are interested in this trip. For 
more info about the Foundation you may also contact 
parishioner Anne Knasel MD at anne@stagebridge.net.  
Note Cards Available:  The “Sketches of Saltadère” 
note cards are available for purchase at the Haiti Table 
on the lower level.  These unique and beautiful cards 
were created by students from the upper grades at the 
school.  Remember your contribution/purchase supports 
St Michel School in Saltadère.  Please keep our twin 
parish and its school in your prayers.  
New Ambassador: Mr Kenneth H Merten is the newly 
appointed United States Ambassador to Haiti.  Please 
keep him and his efforts for Haiti in your prayers. 
Bi-Parish Haiti Committee: The committee meets 
today, Sunday, August 9, at 1PM.  The meeting will be at 
Holy Comforter Church. Enter on the side to the lower 
level. All are welcome to attend the committee meetings. 
Contact:  To learn more about the Bi-parish committee, 
e-mail Paul Harnois at lphmch@embarqmail.com. 

 COMMUNITY EVENTS 
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TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES 






