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Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
 

 Today the Church celebrates Gaudete Sunday as we 
draw closer to the birthday of our Lord. The readings we 
have at Mass shift in their focus. Unlike the beginning of 
Advent, where the focus is on the final coming of our 
Lord, we are now presented with the readings that 
anticipate His birthday.   
 The liturgical color of Gaudete Sunday is rose.  The 
rose color is a symbol of hope and marks the beginning of 
the second phase of Advent.  On the 17th of December 
the Church begins even more proximate preparation as 
the famous “O Antiphons” are recited at Evening Prayer.  
The banners we have in the link represent each of the 
antiphons.  Most people would know these antiphons as 
the advent hymn “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.”  Each of 
the verses of the hymn is a different antiphon.   
 The subtle progressions in our liturgical celebrations 
are meant to heighten our anticipation of the Lord’s 
coming. May we all approach Christmas with expectant 
hearts and be ready for the tremendous graces the Lord 
seeks to give us on His birthday!           
God Bless,  
Fr Luke, OP 
 
 
 
     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Poinsettias   
There is a sign up sheet and collection box at a table in 
the link for monetary donations for our Christmas 
poinsettias. Memorial, honorary, and general gifts are 
welcome.    
 

Readings for the Week of December 13, 2009   
Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18 
Monday: St John of the Cross                              
   Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Mt 21:23-27 
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25/Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17 
Friday:  Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25 
Saturday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25 
Next Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45 
 
 
 

Saturday, December 12 
 8:30 AM Deceased of the Dominican Laity 
 5:15 PM Felix Santos † 
Sunday, December 13 
 7:30 AM     Guido & Elena Cirenza † 
 9:00 AM   Amanda Harpin † 
 11:30 AM   For the People 
 5:15 PM   Una Wills † 
Monday, December 14 
 8:00 AM Matthew Grimes 
 5:15 PM Linda Weinhardt 
Tuesday, December 15 
 8:00 AM Lorraine LeBlanc † 
 5:15 PM  Colleen Maguire † 
Wednesday, December 16 
 8:00 AM Betty Hastoglis † 
 5:15 PM Adelaida Predilla Lavadia † 
Thursday, December 17 
   8:00 AM Nancy Cittar † 
  5:15 AM Michael Tobin † 
Friday, December 18 
   8:00 AM Mary Huth † 
   5:15 PM George Kessler † 
Saturday, December 19 
 8:30 AM Helen Medica † 
 5:15 PM Elizabeth Hastoglis † 
 

Please Keep the Following in Your Prayers  
Joanne Hayden, James Burke, Ashley Sheets, Lisa Miller, 
Rosemary Firer, Duncan Campbell, Dave Watters, Ted Oakey, 
Brad Gentry, Michael Mitchell, Consuelo Benson, Lauren Mara 
Miller,  Victoria Amparo Villar, Matthew Grimes, Linda  
Weinhardt, Patrick Howell, Vincent Burins, LTC Mike Devine,  
and Anna Mills’ granddaughter Wanda Clements — If you or 
someone you know is ill and would like the prayers of our parish 
family please call the office. To keep the list current, names will 
be periodically removed.    
 

Bishop’s Appeal 
The Bishop’s Appeal was mailed this week.  We encourage you 
to support the Appeal and request that, if you would like your 
donation to be used in the Charlottesville area, you designate 
your gift to Charlottesville Catholic School. 
 

December 6, 2009  
Budgeted Weekly Expenses........................................ .$18,879.78 
Offertory......................................................................... .18,273.63 
Parish Charities .................................................... ……...  7,550.58 
Other Income……………. ................................................ .1,387.00 
Building Fund................................................................... .6,773.83 

 

As of November 20, 2009 
Previous Mortgage Balance.........................................$249,614.00 
Mortgage Reduction ..........................................................9,990.00 
Outstanding Debt to be Eliminated................................239,624.00 
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath   
Families, individuals, or groups of friends are invited  to 
light the candles of our Advent Wreath each week during 
Advent.  A sign up sheet for each of the Masses is 
available in the link. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Is held every week,  Wed 8:30AM—Thurs 5:00PM.  Have 
you thought about spending just one hour with the 
Lord?  Please consider it. Call 244-5619 or e-mail 
srmlobo@hotmail.com for more information.  We will not 
have Adoration on December 23/24 or December 
30/31. 
 

New Eucharistic Adoration Times! 
Additional hours for Eucharistic Adoration will include 
Fridays from 9AM to 5 PM!   We encourage you to take 
advantage of this opportunity and commit to an hour of 
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. The new times will 
begin when at least 2 people sign up for each Friday 
hour. Please sign up in the Link.   
 

Children's Choir 
Children in grades 1-8 who would like to participate in the 
Children's Choir are invited to join us in the music room 
from 10:10 to 11:10 on Sunday, December 13, and 
Sunday, December 20 (the normal RE time). The choir 
will be singing at the 4:00PM Children's Mass on 
Christmas Eve. 
 

Sunday 11:30AM Folk Choir   
Please consider coming to our rehearsals at 10:45AM 
Sundays in the Church and see if you would like to be 
part of our music ministry. Stop by after Mass for more 
information.  
 

Sunday 9AM Choir 
Everyone is welcome. In addition to Sunday Mass and 
Holy Days, we participate in the Holy Week combined 
choir. Attend rehearsals in the music room (directly 
across from the parish office) on Thursday 6-8PM or 
Sundays, 1-3PM.    
 

Gregorian Chant Mass: Sunday, 7:30 AM  
The Schola, directed by John Harvey, is open to anyone 
interested in singing Gregorian Chant.  Rehearsals are on 
Mondays from 7:00 to 8:30PM in the church. Contact 
John at utre@comcast.net.   

Interested in Becoming Catholic? 
Would you like to learn more about what Catholics believe 
and why?  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
takes place on Wednesdays at 7:30PM in St Thomas 
Hall.  Info: dre@stauva.org or 293-8081. 
 

Catholicism 101 Special "The Star of Bethlehem" 
This is a video presentation on the actual astronomy in 
the skies over Israel at the time of Christ's birth. An 
incredible and moving matching of scripture using the 
latest astronomy software. A must see. This presentation 
will be on Jan 9  at 10AM in the Community Room. The 
normal  101 study group will resume on Jan 23.  For info 
contact sackandpam@comcast.net 
 

 

Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast with Santa 
On Sun, Dec 13, the Knights of 
Columbus will hold a Pancake 
Breakfast with Santa after the 
9:00AM Mass. Santa will give 
out surprises for the kids!  We 
will serve pancakes, sausage, 

fresh fruit, coffee, tea and juice. All parishioners are 
welcome. Families $12, Singles $5.      
 

Holiday Cookies for Haiti Bake Sale   
Parish teens are raising funds in order to sponsor children 
at St Michel’s in Saltadère, Haiti. Look for them after all 
the Sunday Masses on December 20th. 
 

Knights of Columbus Silent Auction Items   
May be picked up at the K of C Christmas card table after 
Mass. 
 

Knights of Columbus (K of C) 
The K of C is the largest Catholic fraternal service 
organization dedicated to the principles of unity, charity, 
fraternity and patriotism.  Knights are Catholic men who 
engage in camaraderie, community service, support of 
our Church, enhancing our faith, and advancing the 
culture of life. We invite Students and Men of our Parish 
to join our college council. For further information please 
c o n t a c t  B o b  S a v i n o ,  G r a n d  K n i g h t 
(rmsavino@comcast.net), pick up a brochure in the Link, 
or see the Knights website (www.kofc.org). Our next 
meeting will be held in classroom 12, Chapel side, on 
Wed, Jan 6, with the Rosary at 6:45PM and General 
Meeting at 7:00. 
 

 

 ADULT EDUCATION 
Chris Gilbert ● 293-8081 x15 ● dre@stauva.org 
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 WORSHIP AND MUSIC 
Marta Brannon ● 293-8081 x18 ● marta@stauva.org 
 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 
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Christmas Hoedown! 
Howdy! Like funnel cake? Never done a bungee run 
before? Enjoy ring toss and other fun carnival games? 
Want to hang out with your friends? If you answered yes 
to any of these questions you should come to the 
Christmas Hoedown.  It’s going to be totally sweet. Wear 
your cowboy or cowgirl boots and hat.  See you at the 
Catholic School for a lot of fun! 
Who: St Thomas, Incarnation, & Ch’ville Catholic School 
When: Friday, December 18, 7:00PM - 9:00PM 
Where: Ch’ville Catholic School - 1205 Pen Park Rd  
Why: Seriously? Why not?    
 

Antioch 2010 is Coming!!! 
Who: High Schoolers Only - All High School Youth are 
welcome, you don't even have to be from St Thomas. 
Bring your friends!!! 
What: Antioch is a weekend retreat planned, organized 
and run by your fellow high schoolers who have 
experienced this life changing retreat in the past. It is a 
wonderful opportunity to share your faith and meet other 
Catholic youth while strengthening and deepening your 
own relationship with God. Besides all that, it is also crazy 
amounts of fun! 
When: Jan 15-17, 2010 
Why: Seriously? Just ask anyone who has been! Here 
are some quotes... 
“When I first came to St Thomas I had a fairly poor 
relationship with God and just figured no one my age 
cared one bit. Antioch was a slap in the face. My eyes 
were opened to the reality of a young and vibrant church.” 
“The first time I went to Antioch I absolutely did not want 
to attend, but my parents forced me to go. Upon 
returning, I’d never been so grateful towards them. The 
experience changed me; both in my personal relationship 
with Christ, and my involvement in the Church.”     
How: Just return the registration form found at 
stauvaym.blogspot.com by Dec 18, 2009. 
 

SCRIP 
Our new SCRIP program has been a huge success. We 
have sold over $30,000 towards our goal of selling 
$100k+ through next September.  
What is SCRIP? SCRIP is a quick and easy way to 
support our programs and those of the Charlottesville 
Catholic School with NO out of pocket cost to you. You 
simply purchase gift and grocery cards from us at 100% 
of the their value and we receive a portion of the 
proceeds.   

 

Are You in Need of a Babysitter? 
Catholic Student Ministry will provide a responsible 
student.  For more information contact Kristina Wolf at 
kmw8z@virginia.edu.    
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Attention Grad Students and Young Adults 
YAM is a ministry at St Thomas Aquinas geared toward 
all people ages 21-35. Our goal is to offer young adult 
Catholics a community of faith and friendship devoted to 
spirituality, society, service, and study. If you are 
interested in being more involved with YAM or if you 
would like to be added to the e-mail list, contact 
Stephanie Zilora at smz5c@virginia.edu. 
 

Ongoing Events 
Please meet in the Link to join us for brunch on the third 
Sunday of every month after the 11:30AM Mass. (First 
Friday dinner has been postponed until next semester.) 
Rosary Group meets in the link every Wed at 7:30PM.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior Coffee 
Please note: There will be no Senior Coffee 
Break in December. We’ll begin the Coffee 
Breaks again in 2010 – first meeting on 
Wednesday, January 13, at 10AM.  

 RELIGIOUS ED / YOUTH MINISTRY 
PreK-5 ●   Chris Gilbert 293-8081 x15 ●  dre@stauva.org  
Gr 6-12 ●  Michael Balazs 293 8081x16 ●  michael@stauva.org 

 CAMPUS MINISTRY 
Michael Horsey ●  mlh6r@virginia.edu 
John Hopke ● johnhopke@stauva.org 
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YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
For parishioners aged 21-35 
Stephanie Zilora ●  smz5c@virginia.edu 

SENIOR MINISTRY 
For parishioners aged 60 and older 
Barbara Brodie ●  bb9w@virginia.edu 
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Advent Food Collection 
We are collecting for the Emergency Food Bank, an all 
volunteer organization that provides a 3-day supply of 
food to those in need. Needed items: pasta & sauce, 
cereal, baby food, diapers, peanut butter, toiletries 
(soap, shampoo, deodorant, toilet paper), canned 
vegetables, soups, beans, fruits and fish. Please place 
your donations in the baskets upstairs or downstairs.   
 

Unto Us a Child is Born  
As Christmas approaches, it is especially important to 
remember the plight of the unborn children. God himself 
sanctified the womb by becoming an unborn child. Our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, became man to bring LIFE 
by vanquishing death. This Christmas you can work to 
defend these weakest and most undervalued members of 
our society by standing up for truth and fighting for justice 
and peace. Remember the stable at Bethlehem--
remember too Herod's slaughter of the innocent children 
(commemorated on 12/28). Please join us in praying for 
the unborn this Christmas Eve (12/24) from 9 to 11 AM at 
Planned Parenthood on Hydraulic Road. (A group will 
leave from St Thomas after the 8AM Mass). 

 PEACE AND JUSTICE 
 

The Manhattan Declaration 
The Manhattan Declaration is a Call of Christian 
Conscience created and published to reaffirm 
fundamental truths of our faith and to serve as a call to 
defend these: (1) the sanctity of human life, (2) the dignity 
of marriage as the conjugal union of husband and wife, 
and (3) the rights of conscience and religious liberty.  It is 
especially important in these challenging times, when 
these are under attack, that we speak and act forcefully in 
their defense.  Please see www.manhattandeclaration.org 
to read the entire document, sign the document, and view 
a list of signatories, which includes many religious leaders 
and of them numerous priests, bishops and archbishops. 
 

The Church of the Incarnation  
Festival Choir presents An Evening of Music for Advent 
and Christmas on Thurs, Dec 17. The evening begins at 
7:00PM with sung Advent Evening Prayer in the Worship 
Center. Please join us for this special musical event. 
Childcare will be available that evening.  
 

Salvation Army— Volunteers  Needed 
To sort, pack, and distribute Christmas gifts.  Bell Ringers 
also needed.  Contact Lisa Chapman, 295-4058 x 118.   
 

Charlottesville Catholic School (CCS)  
The Art program at Charlottesville Catholic School invites 
you to a showing of our students’ beautiful work. Select 
student creations are on display for your enjoyment in the  
hall through this Sunday, December 13.  
Admissions: We are  currently accepting applications for 
the 2010-2011 school year.  Please visit our website for 
comprehensive information about CCS and our 
application process. If you would like to have a tour of our 
school, please call Ann Michel, Admissions Coordinator, 
at (434)964-0400.  Limited seats are also available for the 
current school year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje 
 Apr 21–May 1, 2010, with Fr Luke Clark, OP. Join us as 
we journey to a place where “Heaven Touches the Earth”!  
Medjugorje is a gift to our time and is filled with so many 
Graces!  We will also spend one day and night in beautiful 
Dubrovnik, the “Pearl of the Adriatic.” Cost is $1,784/
person + airport taxes of about $400. For info contact Julie 
Zackrisson at 296-4615 or julieanne333@gmail.com. To 
register send an application & $400 deposit made out to 
“206 Tours” to Julie at 2616 Cardinal Ridge Road, Ch’ville, 
VA  22901.  Info/registration forms are in the Link. 

The Haitian Station  
St Thomas Parish – Twinned with  
St Michel Parish, Saltadère 
Christmas Cards/Sketches of 
Saltadère: The “Sketches of Saltadère” 
note cards, especially formatted for 
Christmas, are available for purchase at 
the Haiti Table on the lower level.  These 
unique and beautiful cards were created 
by students from the upper grades at St Michel School. 
They are available in packs of 5 ($10) or packs of 10  
($18). Also, Donation Cards ($20) can be purchased to 
support the food program at the school.  With these 
cards you can, with the same purchase, provide a gift to 
a loved one and to St Michel School. This is it—Last 
Chance: The committee is raffling a beautiful quilted wall 
hanging from Haiti and five other prizes today, Dec 13.  
Ticket sales will end after the 11:30 Mass today. 
Purchase tickets from committee members or you can 
view a photo collage of the prizes on the Haiti table 
downstairs.  Please fill out the raffle coupons there and 
place your completed forms and a check (checks only) in 
the envelopes provided for that purpose and drop in the 
"HAITI MAIL BOX" on that table.  All proceeds benefit St 
Michel School. We thank you for your support.  Travel to 
Haiti:  Several trips to visit our twin parish of St Michel 
are being planned in the coming months. If you are 
interested in traveling with one of these groups, please 
contact Paul Harnois (email below).  Bi-Parish Haiti 
Committee next meets at 1PM on Dec 13, today, in 
Classroom 2. This will be a potluck lunch. Contact:  To 
learn more about the Bi-parish committee, e-mail Paul 
Harnois at lphmch@embarqmail.com.  

 COMMUNITY EVENTS 
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St Thomas Aquinas University Parish 
401 Alderman Road 

Charlottesville, VA 22903 
 
 

GIFTS FROM YOUR IRA 
 
 
Persons age 70 or older can support St. Thomas Aquinas 
Parish by making a tax-free gift donation directly from their 
IRA.  If you have wished to make a charitable contribution 
from your IRA, changes in the tax law now permit you to do 
so within certain guidelines. 
 

If you are 70 or older, you may make a contribution directly 
from your IRA to St. Thomas Aquinas during the calendar 
year 2009.  The maximum gift is limited to $100,000 but 
the gift may be made in cash or appreciated property.  
Even though Minimum Required Distributions have been 
suspended for 2009, a charitable gift directly from your IRA 
to St. Thomas Aquinas will not be considered taxable 
income to you and therefore will not increase your tax 
bracket.  You will not be able to deduct the gift as a 
charitable contribution on your 2009 income tax return.  
However, because these gifts do not fall under normal 
deduction rules, you can make gifts in excess of 50% of 
Adjusted Gross Income limitation for cash gifts. 
 

Confer with your tax advisor and consult your IRA 
custodian concerning the details of making an IRA gift to 
the Parish. 


